The Entente Offensive, Autumn, 1916
the point of view of the war as a whole, more important matters were at stake in Transylvania. G.H.Q. refused any assistance. I found that the communications between the valley of the Vardar and the plain of Monastir were in no way adequate to supply the needs of the troops which were already there. To send more troops there would have been bad policy. Once more we had, first of all, to put matters on a sound footing, even though the Bulgarians might have to surrender a little ground. That had to be faced. We could not do everything with German troops. But G.H.Q. gave as much help as the situation permitted. The German Army Headquarters were transferred from the Vardar to the right wing, with a view to securing correct tactical handling and the adoption of thorough measures for the establishment of rear communications. German railway troops and labour battalions had to take this work into their own expert hands. This mountainous country was exceedingly difficult, and it took them many months to do what should have been done before the Fiorina offensive was undertaken.
General Jekoff was the Bulgarian Commander-in-Chief. He was a loyal supporter of the Alliance, but did not possess those outstanding qualities which are required of a leader in a modern war. Besides, he lacked the necessary training. His character was irreproachable, but he had not sufficient resolution to remedy various grave defects in the Bulgarian Army. He was entangled in narrow party politics and so forgot the war. His Chief of Staff at that time was Lukofi, a man of unsound judgment and an intriguer who is responsible for the misfortune of his country and the Quadruple Alliance.
I found it difficult to get a clear idea of the psychology of the • Bulgarian people.   They appeared to me to have strong national feeling and to be quite ready to fight for the position of first Power in the Balkans.
Radoslavoff was a Germanophile from inward conviction. He stood and fell by the Alliance. In putting forward demands on Germany and in his Greater-Bulgarian policy, he was exceedingly obstinate and gave free rein to all agitation in that direction, so that he could play off the national wishes against us. But he
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